
Palmerston North City is home to more than 
80,000 people with a rich arts and theatre scene, 
a melting pot of cultures and a mecca for retail 
therapy. Home to Te Manawa - the museum 
of art, history and science, capturing our past, 
present and our future - and the New Zealand 
Rugby Museum, which celebrates our pride 
and passion with one of the largest collections 
of rugby treasures and memorabilia in the 
world. Palmerston North City offers you all the 
sophistication and diversity of a major city with 
all the freedom and space of a provincial centre.

A year-round calendar of events keeps the city 
alive and humming, from motorsport mayhem, 
to urban festivals of creativity and music that 
bring the streets alive with their colour and 
sounds.

An internationally recognised theatre scene 
provides entertainments for all genres, while 
the local music scene thrives with a mixture 
of mainstream and ‘underground’ venues that 
cater to wide and varied tastes.  Relax and take 
your time to explore and discover this vibrant 
city that lies between the wild West Coast and 
the majestic Ruahine Ranges to the East. 

PALMERSTON NORTH CITY

Cheltenham General Store & Takeaways  (F4)
Location: Corner of Kimbolton Road and Cheltenham-Hunterville Road, Cheltenham. 
Phone: +64 6 328 9623  Google Maps: -40.138453,175.660239
Visit Cheltenham general store for all your grocery needs. Open 7 days.

Cheltenham Rest Area  (F4) 
Location: Opposite Cheltenham General Store, Cheltenham.  Google Maps: -40.138802,175.660807
Located opposite the local store, this pretty rest area is ideal for a rest stop or picnic. See the local war 
memorial and enjoy the rural surroundings. Plenty of parking. No dogs allowed.

The First Manawatu District Airfield  (F4)
Location: Kimbolton Road, 200 metres past Almadale Road, Cheltenham. 
Google Maps: -40.145322,175.655888
The first plane landed here in August 1920. A plaque set in a concrete pillar on the roadside marks the site.

Almadale Scenic Reserve  (F5)
Location: Almadale Road, Cheltenham.
Google Maps: -40.199396,175.643939
Visit this quiet reserve to have a picnic, take a break or even have a paddle in the river. A few picnic 
tables are set out for your convenience and public toilets are available. 

Hiamoe Farmstay Bed & Breakfast  (F5)
Location: 1358 Taonui Road, Colyton. Phone: +64 6 280 3061
Website: www.hiamoefarmstay.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.170626,175.701244
This stunning 100 year old colonial villa in Colyton is situated on a full scale deer, beef and sheep farm. 
With two cosy guest rooms, large living and dining areas, balconies and a private swimming pool, 
Hiamoe offers room for up to 5 guests. Evening meals are by arrangement. 
Bookings are essential.

Menzies Ford  (F5)
Location: Colyton Road, Colyton.  Google Maps: -40.208942,175.622162
A lovely little reserve perfect for a picnic on a hot day. Enjoy a cool swim in the river.

Rangeview Bed & Breakfast  (F5)
Location: 279 Colyton Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 328 7040
Email: rangeview@xnet.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.217856,175.636619
Relax in a quiet country atmosphere with stunning views of the surrounding ranges. This bed and 
breakfast offers a quiet, relaxing and friendly stay in the country and can sleep up to six people. The 
standalone unit is away from the main house, giving you privacy. Bookings essential. 

Flowers with Flair  (F5)
Location: 279 Colyton Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 328 7040 
Website: www.flowerswithflair.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.217856, 175.636619
Make an appointment to visit this silk flower studio, which specialises in silk flower decorations and 
more for all occasions, made from high quality imported silk. 

Robotic Dairy Farm Manawatu
Location: Bunnythorpe. Phone: +64 27 632 7451
Website: www.robotfarmnz.wixsite.com/robotfarmnz  Google Maps: -40.281783, 175.629446
Bookings Essential.  Take a farm tour and watch the clever cow’s milk themselves in the amazing robotic 
milking machines, experience biological pasture based, free range, sustainable, robotic farming. 

Arran Farm  (F5)
Location: 174 Taonui Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 323 6562 
Website: www.arranfarm.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.245442, 175.613326  
Check out this on-farm store that sells fresh A2 cows milk, complete with glass bottles. What’s more, 
you’ll get your milk direct from a vending machine. Experience fresh, untampered, wholesome milk, 
buying direct from the farmers gate.

Feilding  (E5)
Location: 10 Manchester Square, Feilding, Phone: +64 6 323 3318  
Website: www.feilding.co.nz  Google Maps -40.226273,175.564494
Feilding is at the heart of The Country Road experience. Its townscape is rich in Edwardian heritage and 
offers murals, paved streets, historic building and beautiful public spaces. Free parking and zero traffic 
lights make it easy to access the many boutique shops and the vast array of cafés. Feilding is the largest 
town in Manawatu, having won the award for ‘New Zealand’s Most Beautiful Town’ 14 times. For more 
information and ideas on what to see and do in Feilding, pop in and see the friendly team at Feilding & 
District Information Centre.

Feilding Saleyards Guided Tours  (E5)
Location: 18 Manchester Street, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 323 3318. 
Website: www.feilding.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.228923,175.566393
Watch and learn the fascinating history of selling livestock, one of New Zealand’s oldest traditions, dating 
back to the 1880’s. Guided tours are every Friday at 11am and are hosted by local farmers. Bookings 
essential, through the Feilding and District Information Centre. 

Feilding Farmers’ Market  (E5)
Location: Manchester Square, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 323 3318 
Website: www.feilding.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.225942,175.564516
Every Friday from 9am to 2pm, Manchester Square is a hive of activity as the Feilding Farmers’ Market 
takes place. A wide range of locally grown fresh produce and added value products, all sold by the 
producers, are on offer along with tastings and live entertainment. 

The Coach House Museum  (E5)
Location: 121 South Street, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 323 6401 
Website: www.coachhousemuseum.org  Google Maps: -40.230983,175.567928
Discover the romance, hardships, innovation and spirit of the early Feilding and Manawatu pioneers 
- through their stories, photos and the various transportation methods they used, all on display in an 
outstanding collection of rural New Zealand heritage, showcasing over 140 years of history. Open 7 days. 

Thyme Out Estate  (D4)
Location: 800 Halcombe Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 328 8868 
Website: www.thymeout.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.162776,175.506961
Thyme Out Estate is a 19th Century homestead located just outside the town of Feilding in the 
Manawatu. Situated on a two-acre country garden, Thyme Out boasts a panoramic view of the 
Manawatu’s rolling countryside. The property serves as a Bed & Breakfast, which offers guests tranquil 
retreat. Thyme Out runs garden tours and provides a beautiful venue for group events such as weddings 
and social functions.

Mt. Lees Reserve  (D5)
Location: 199 Ngaio Road, Palmerston North. Phone: +64 6 329 3938 
Website: www.mtlees.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.187431,175.452957
Open every day of the year from 9am to 5pm, this tranquil reserve is set amongst a rural landscape and 
offers visitors many attractions and activities. Native bush walks of various lengths will take you through 
historic bush and past trees as old as 1000 years.

Ataahua Cottage  (E5)
Location: 148 Halcombe Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 323 7667. 
Website: www.ataahuacottage.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.2034922,175.5461562
Ataahua Cottage is set in a peaceful rural environment with breathtaking views of the Ruahine and 
Tararua Ranges. Experience fantastic facilities, sit out on the deck and enjoy the tranquility. Perfect for a 
romantic getaway or family retreat.

Minffordd Cottage & Alpaca Farm  (E5)
Location: 153 Halcombe Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 323 1182
Website: www.minffordd.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.204663, 175.544905
Enjoy the peace and quiet, put your feet up, sit on the sunny deck and watch the alpacas roam.   
Self contained and with great facilities, this is a great place to rest and relax. Sleeps up to 4,  
bookings essential.

The Woolshed Café  (D5)
Location: 2861 State Highway 1, Sanson. Phone: +64 6 329 3295 
Website: www.woolshedcafe.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.229464, 175.414720
This unique building is made from recycled timer, and is themed like a real woolshed. With indoor 
seating and a cosy fireplace for winter, and outdoor seating for summer this is a relaxing café with 
friendly service. The menu is tasty, and the cabinet food is always fresh. The kids will love the 
playhouses, farm animals and log walk. 

Himatangi Beach & Holiday Park  (B6)
Location: 30 Koputara Road, Himatangi Beach. Phone: +64 6 329 9575
Website: www.himatangibeachholidaypark.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.37,175.230999
This west coast beach is ideal for fishing, walking, swimming, kayaking and more. See the rugged 
driftwood huts or make your own one to have a picnic in. Himatangi’s sand dune field is said to be the 
largest in NZ at over 20km long! Check out the local playground, stay at the award winning campsite or 
pop in to the local store and takeaways shop.

Beach Bed and Breakfast  (B6)
Location: 9 Kauwhata Street, Himatangi Beach. Phone: +64 6 329 9489 
Email: heayns@inspire.net.nz Google Maps: Google Maps: -40.371012, 175.235222
A semi self-contained studio with fantastic facilities, you can enjoy privacy while being warmly hosted. 
Lie in bed and look out onto a sub-tropical private garden, hear the ocean and take in the southern night 
sky. Bookings essential. 

Orlando Country Club  (E6)
Location: 748 Rangitikei Line, Palmerston North. Phone: +64 6 327 8110 
Website: www.orlandocountry.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.325908, 175.583254 
Just over a kilometre from the edge of the City and with sweeping views of the Ruahine Ranges and 
wind turbines, this is the perfect destination to relax and unwind. Enjoy refreshments at the Lake House 
Café and Bar, a round of 9 hole golf or practice your swing on the regions only full size driving range.

Evington Gardens Bed and Breakfast  (E6)
Location: 100 Te Ngaio Road, Bunnythorpe. Phone: +64 6 329 2634 
Email: lusmith1@outlook.com  Google Maps: -40.279722, 175.614071 
Set on 25 acres including seven acres of orchards, walkways and creeks, enjoy stunning surrounds in a 
quiet rural setting. The original homestead has been lovingly renovated and offers accommodation for 
up to 8 guests.

Rongotea Township  (D6)
Location: Thames Street, Rongotea. 
Website: Rongoteaanddistrict.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.292584,175.425384
Make sure you pass through Rongotea on your travels. This rural town is a beautiful place to visit, 
especially when the cherry blossom is in full bloom. Visit one of the local gardens and pick up some 
freshly baked bread and a double scoop of ice cream, or picnic on the band rotunda. Rongotea is a 
quintessential rural kiwi town with a strong sense of pride and history.

STORMY POINT ROUTE
Rangitikei Farmstay  (C3)
Location:  422 Makuhou Road, Marton. Phone: +64 6 327 4495 
Website: www.rangitikeifarmstay.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.984388,175.357524
Rangitikei Farmstay is set on a large hill country farm and is surrounded by native bush, peaceful 
gardens, native birds and friendly farm animals. There is plenty to do such as swimming, hole-in-one golf, 
horse and pony rides, farm tours and so much more. A range of accommodation is available, from rustic 
huts, bunkhouse and a farm museum.

“The coolest place to stay in New Zealand!” - JohnM , TripAdvisor traveller

Orlando Country Estate  (D3)
Location: 878 Mt Curl Rd, Marton. Phone: +64 6 327 8110 
Website: www.orlandocountry.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.972162, 175.446305
With cliff top gardens overlooking the spectacular country side of the Rangitikei, and panoramic views of 
Mt Ruapehu to Mt Taranaki, Orlando Country Estate is one of the most idyllic and romantic world class 
wedding venues.  Orlando Country Estate is viewing by appointment only.

Bruce Park Loop Track  (E3) 
Location: Silverhope Bush Road, Hunterville.  Google Maps: -39.959302,175.538669
In the heart of this reserve you will find the memorial to Robert Cunningham Bruce, a conservationist 
who gifted the district several forest patches including this one. The track follows a figure-eight 
formation ending where you start. It is suitable for a baby buggy if you are prepared to lift the  
buggy over the stiles and the dozen or so steps at the beginning of the track. From then on the walk  
is flat to undulating

Station Hotel  (E2)
Location: 24 High Street, Hunterville. Phone: +64 6 322 8006 
Website: www.stationhotel.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.937139,175.571356
This stunning boutique Hotel has been lovingly restored to its former glory of yesteryear. Gorgeous guest 
bedrooms and cosy backpacker accommodation will have you rested, and a soak in the spa or a stroll  
in the garden is hard to beat. Dine in the on site restaurant or chill out in the guest lounge. Have a game 
of pool and use the TAB facility and Lion Foundation Gaming. Station Hotel is an ideal venue for groups 
and functions. 

Simpsons Scenic Reserve  (E2)
Location: Murimotu Road, Hunterville.  Google Maps: -39.902885,175.601895
Just off the main road, this reserve is a great place to pull over and unwind. The large grassy area is ideal 
for picnics, or for self contained camping too.

Rangatira Golf Club  (F2)
Location: State Highway 1, North of Vinegar Hill. Phone: +64 6 322 9859
Website: www.rangatiragolf.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.886097,175.672436 
You won’t believe the views on this golf course. Built on three levels adjacent to the spectacular 
Rangitikei River this is an easy walking course with no bunkers. Open 7 days from 8am to 7pm.  
The cheapest green fees around and carts, golf clubs and trundlers can all be hired.

Rathmoy Fish & Pheasant Lodge  (F2)
Location: Whaka Farm, Cooks Road, Hunterville. Phone: +64 6 322 8470
Website: www.rathmoy.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.939077,175.643018 
The bush clad cliffs and river terraces create the perfect backdrop to this world class lodge.  Rathmoy’s 
exhilarating outdoor adventure activities include pheasant and partridge shooting, four-wheel driving, 
clay bird shooting, farm tours, kayaking, jet boating, glow-worm tours, and fly-fishing. Bookings essential.

Vinegar Hill Domain / Putai Ngahere  (F2)
Location: North of Rewa on State Highway 54. Signpost is on the West side of Road.
Google Maps: -39.934375,175.641216
An excellent picnic and camp site with public toilets, fireplaces, changing sheds, drinking water, good 
swimming, fishing, and glow-worms. Home to a Totara tree thought to be 300 years old. The sites are 
non powered, fee is payable to the caretaker.

Rewa Church  (F3)
Location: State Highway 54, Rewa. Phone: +64 6 328 6788  Google Maps: -39.986336,175.632266
This quaint country church was built by the local community in 1910. Viewing is by appointment.

Stormy Point Lookout  (F3)
Location: State Highway 54, North of Waituna West.  Google Maps: -40.004558,175.64012
Stormy Point offers you the chance to view one of the best preserved sequences of river terraces in the 
world, with each major terrace having been formed during a period of cooler climate than in present 
day. On a clear day see panoramic views of the Rangitikei Valley, Mt Egmont,  Mt Ruapehu and beyond.

Ridge Top Farm Glamping and Farm Walks  (F3)
Location: 1027 Waituna Tapuae Road, Waituna West. Phone: +64 4 293 3760
Website: www.canopycamping.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.003005,175.711865
Glamping at it’s finest! Nestled into a sheltered spot on a scenic farm, two luxury tents, a camp kitchen 
and bathroom, and a campfire area create a social and relaxed space. Explore the on site activities, 
or just lie back in the outdoor bath with a glass of wine. You can also book in for a true Kiwi farm walk 
for four or more people with two day, two night or one day walking packages available, offering you 
stunning 360 degree views of Kapiti Island, Mt Egmont, Mt Ruapehu and Ruahine Ranges. 

“Exceptional way to relax and get away from it all” krich2281, TripAdvisor Traveller

Little Wool Co  (E4)
Location: Corner of Williamson & Dunolly Roads, Waituna West. Phone: +64 6 328 6868
Website: www.annagratton.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.058966,175.606224
Established in 1976 the Little Wool Co offers a unique NZ experience in natural fibre. A Corriedale stud 
and specialty coloured flock produce fine wool fleece and the boutique mill transforms these into a wide 
range of 100% NZ made products. Visit by appointment only.

Beaconsfield Valley Reserve  (F4)
Location: 74 Beaconsfield Valley Road, Waituna West. 
Website: www.mdc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.095851,175.653457
With toilets, picnic tables and a tennis court this is a good camping spot. Donated by the Bismark family, 
this site was opened on March 29th 1883. The original school burnt down on May 13, 1918, and the 
present school building was used from 1919 to 1963. The school hall is also available for use via the 
Manawatu District Council.

Cheltenham Hotel  (F4)
Location: 1469 Kimbolton Road, Cheltenham. Phone: +64 6 328 9888
Website: www.cheltenhamhotel.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.13808,175.660603
The Cheltenham Hotel, affectionately known as ‘The Chelty’ is the local pub. The food is hearty 
atmosphere real and warm and the staff are as friendly as they come. This Hotel won the 2010 award  
for New Zealand’s Best Country Hotel by HANZ so it is a must visit on your travels. Accommodation is 
also available.

Cheltenham General Store & Takeaways  (F4)
Location: Corner of Kimbolton Road and Cheltenham-Hunterville Road, Cheltenham.
Phone: +64 6 328 9623  Google Maps: -40.138453,175.660239
Visit Cheltenham general store for all your grocery needs. Open 7 days.

Cheltenham Rest Area  (F4)
Location: Opposite Cheltenham General Store, Cheltenham. Google Maps: -40.138802,175.660807
Located opposite the local store, this pretty rest area is ideal for a rest stop or picnic. See the local war 
memorial and enjoy the rural surroundings. Plenty of parking. No dogs allowed.

Ashhurst Domain  (G6)
Location: Napier Road, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 326 8203 
Website: www.pncc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.29848,175.757726
Discover lush natural surrounds echoing with rich birdsong in one of Manawatu’s precious remnants of 
native bush. Ashhurst Domain provides all that nature has to offer whether it is bush walking, picnicking, 
swimming, camping or enjoying the extensive playground.

Ashhurst Inn  (G6)
Location: 81 York Street, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 326 9311. 
Website: www.ashhurstinn.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.297723,175.750398
Ashhurst Inn is perfect for a drink or quality meal. Enjoy good dining, indoors or out. The Inn is open 7 
days, and the meals have a distinct German style. Great accommodation is also available.

Q-Kayaks  (G6)
Location: 137 Mulgrave Street, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 326 8667. 
Website: www.q-kayaks.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.295996,175.747486
Q-Kayaks are the largest kayak manufacturer in the Southern Hemisphere and its kayaks are used around 
the globe. Kayak hire is available. 
 
Carolines Gardens & Store  (F6) 
Location: 613 Fitzherbert East Road. Phone: +64 6 354 2135 
Website: www.designanddesire.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.344333, 175.709318
These stunning gardens have many beautiful features, such as the water fountain and steps leading to 
the picturesque, 100 year old homestead. On site is the boutique shop ‘Design & Desire’, for interior 
inspiration, homewares and more. The perfect wedding and event venue, with ample parking and a 
french-country styled barn, this is a must visit destination.

Country Lane Homestay & Gardens  (F6)
Location: 52 Orrs Road, Aokautere. Phone: +64 6 326 8529
Email: countryland@xtra.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.336108, 175.720985
This homestay is newly decorated, with antiques in a country traditional style surrounded by lovely 
gardens. There’s a sawmill on the property, coloured sheep, horses and calves and the is river nearby. 
Enjoy warm hospitality, great food and peaceful surroundings.

“One of the best places to stay in the North Island!”  JkMowe, TripAdvisor traveller

Greenhaugh Gardens & Nursery  (F6)
Location: 914 Napier Road, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 357 3878.
Website: www.greenhaugh.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.314679,175.709084
Wander through the pergola and box-edged borders spilling with roses, lilies and bearded iris. Stroll 
down paths amongst colourful drifts of poppies, alliums and many unusual perennials. Cross the ponds, 
pass through the shaded walk and return via the potager and plant nursery. Open 9am–5pm Monday–
Friday and weekends by appointment.

Sledge Track  (E7)
Location: End of Kahuterawa Road, Palmerston North. Website: www.ManawatuNZ.co.nz/walk  
Google Maps: -40.470122, 175.612316.  Time: 5-6 hrs. Distance: 10.9km return. Fitness Level: low-high
Discover this scenic walk with stunning waterfalls, swimming holes and rock formations along the way. 
The full walk is 10.9km return, is suited to advanced trampers and offers stunning views. For a short 
walk, it’s an easy 20 - 30 minutes in to access great swimming holes and picnic spots. Approximately 
2.5km into the walk, you can cross a new 22 metre swing bridge, which takes you over to Arapuke 
Mountain Bike Park. You can follow the shared trails down through here, but be mindful of bikes 
travelling at speed.

Arapuke Park  (E7)
Location: Location: End of Kahuterawa Road, OR end of Scotts Road, Palmerston North.  
Website: www.arapuketrails.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.470122, 175.612316  
Bikers of all abilities can enjoy over 15km of trails, from Grade 2 to Grade 6 tracks, trails and  
forestry roads. This ever-evolving park has something for everyone, and is a must do for anyone  
with two wheels.

Wakefields Lodge  (F7)
Location: 8 The Bush Track Road, Aokautere. Phone: +64 6 354 3367 
Email: supendergast@xtra.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.376432,175.665246
An exquisite country homestead with extensive gardens and gorgeous manor style  
accommodation. This property needs to be seen to be believed. By appointment only.

Ferry Reserve  (G6)
Location: State Highway 3, Woodville.  Google Maps: -40.335594,175.81689
At the entrance to the Manawatu Gorge, a large grassy river flat is popular for picnics. Swim or kayak in 
the river, explore the riverside or set up camp for an overnight adventure. Public toilets are available at 
the far end. 

Te Apiti - Manawatu Gorge Tawa Loop  (G6)
Location: SH3, from the car park at the Ashhurst end of the Gorge. 
Website: www.teapiti.com  Google Maps: -40.306727,175.771162
The Tawa Loop is an inspiring 2-hour walk which starts at the Ashhurst end of Te Apiti - Manawatu 
Gorge. It takes walkers through ancient native bush with access to stunning view points, and branches 
off the main track about 500 metres into the walk, meandering up and around the southern edge of 
the reserve. Halfway through the walk you’ll come face to face with the mighty warrior Whatonga, 
constructed of steel and over 6 metre tall. Some stunning views across Palmerston North can be had 
from Tom’s lookout on the western end of the loop. 

Te Apiti - Manawatu Gorge Bush Walk  (G6)
Manawatu Gorge Walk (A)-40.306727,175.771162 , Manawatu Gorge Walk (B) -40.339274,175.818424
Website: www.teapiti.com  
This 10km one-way track passes through forest that showcases a variety of native forest species 
including numerous species of ferns and vines, tall podocarp trees, tropical nikau groves and the red 
flowering rata. Moderate fitness is required but there are numerous viewing points along the way to rest 
and take in the scenery, with views out beyond the ranges and into the Gorge below. This walk will also 
bring you face to face with Whatonga, the 6 metre tall sculpture of an  ancient Maori warrior. The main 
track takes approximately 4 hours one way and is not a loop track, so you will need to arrange return 
transport. You can start at either end. For transport options, please phone the Palmerston North City 
i-SITE on 0800 626 292. 

Bridge Café  (G6)
Location: Ballance Gorge Road. Phone: +64 6 376 8004
Website: www.bridgecafe.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.344304,175.817403
This café couldn’t be in a more idyllic location, tucked away in the countryside near the Manawatu 
Gorge, Ballance Reserve and some lovely nature walks. There is plenty of space for the kids to play and 
it’s situated only 25 minutes from Palmerston North City. The menu is extensive and locally famous, 
particularly the Friday Pizza Night in summer. 

“Good classic food and coffee makes this a great spot to stop on your travels.” KaihoparaKiwi,  
TripAdvisor traveller

Timeless Horse Treks  (G6)
Location: Ballance Gorge Road. Phone: +64 27 446 8536
Website: www.timelesshorsetreks.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.344385,175.817126 
From gentle trail rides to full or multi day treks, this is a great way to take in the surrounding countryside. 
There are horses to suit all ages and riders, or try the Clydesdale Horse Drawn Wagon for a unique experience.

Te Ara o Mahurangi – Mountain Bike Trail  (G6)
Location: Hall Block Road, Ballance. 
Website: www.teapiti.com  Google Maps: -40.344393, 175.816642
This trail takes riders on a fast-paced downhill ride through 2km of native bush, and is rated a Grade 4 
trail for experienced riders. Riders have the option of parking at Bridge Café and riding 1.6km up Hall 
Block Road, before starting their descent on this trail. Alternatively, at the start of the trail there are 
turning bays where vehicles can drop off bikers.

Tui Brewery  (H7)
Location: State Highway 2, Mangatainoka. Phone: +64 6 376 0815 
Website: www.tui.co.nz Google Maps: -40.423265,175.865051
Tui HQ is the home of all things Tui, including the historical Tui Tower. Visit Tui and see the ‘Museum of 
His-Tui’ – its free, book in for a tour, have a tasting and check out the onsite shop and café. Open 7 days.

PEEP-O-DAY ROUTE
Wildfern Café & Bar  (F2)
Location: SH1, Ohingaiti. Phone: +64 6 322 9817 
Email: ohingaitihotel@inspire.net.nz  Google Maps: -39.862223,175.707193
Located on State Highway 1, this is an ideal place to take a break on your travels. Family friendly, and 
with tasty café food made fresh on site, you’ll feel right at home is this local favourite.

Whitecliffs Boulders  (G2)
Location: Peka Road, Ohingaiti. Phone: +64 6 21 855754 
Website: www.whitecliffsboulders.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.853461, 175.751737
These magical and extremely intriguing boulders, known as cannon ball concretions, are naturally 
formed from mudstone. Rising out of the earth, these magical boulders have a fascinating story. Some 
are split, some still perfectly round and and some even have trees growing from the centre. This is a 
must see on your journey, and it gives a sense of mystery and magic. Accessed by a 45-minute each way 
walk or pre book a 4WD ride.

“Magical scenery for a picnic and a swim…. This place was even more beautiful than I had imagined and 
definitely worth the trip!” Shillise, TripAdvisor traveller

Rangiwahia Domain  (H2)
Location:  2527 Rangiwahia Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 328 2841  
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.898642,175.901675
Ideal for big motorhomes, this domain has toilets, a dumping station, fresh water and a tennis court. The 
perfect place to base yourself for your Irongates adventure!

Rangiwahia Bush Reserve  (H2)
Location: Reserve Road, Rangiwahia.  
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.902395,175.902182
Located down a short gravel road, experience this lovely loop walk through historic native bush and see 
and hear the many varieties of birdlife. This walk takes between one and one and a half hours return, 
and is ideal for families.

Rangiwahia Environmental Arts Centre  (H2)
Location: 2489 Rangiwahia Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 328 2823 
Website: www.rangienviroartscentre.org  Google Maps: -39.840729,175.891197
Located in an old dairy factory and growing coppice willow and other natural resources for use in 
sculptural projects, this arts centre is truly unique. With living structures outside and giant puppets in the 
old dairy factory, activities available in sustainable creativity, recycled art workshops and garden projects, 
there is something to suit everyone. A yurt is available  
upon request.

Historical Pemberton Corner  (H2)
Location: North-West corner of Rangiwahia & Mangamako Roads, Pemberton.
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.906975,175.866688
In 1885 the Pemberton Small Farm settlement was laid out and established. However, a small plaque 
with historic information is all that remains of the Pemberton settlement today.

Peep-o-Day Point  (H3)
Location: 150 Peep-o-Day Road, Rangiwahia.  Google Maps: -39.95285,175.816585
At Peep-o-Day point you will see stunning views of the surrounding valleys and, if you are lucky, you can 
see Mt. Egmont and Mt. Ruapehu on a clear day. It is called Peep-o-Day as it is the first place in this area 
to see the morning sun. A spectacular place for a photo.

Cross Hills Gardens  (G3)
Location: 339 Rangiwahia Road, Kimbolton. Phone: +64 6 328 5797 
Website: www.crosshills.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.024772,175.787975
Visit New Zealand’s largest and most comprehensive collection of flowering rhododendrons and azaleas. 
Set in 7 hectares of landscaped gardens. The garden café is open in October and November during the 
peak flowering period. Bookings preferred for large groups. Gardens are open every day from September 
- May from 10:30am to 5pm. There is an admission fee.

Apiti / Kimbolton Road Lookout  (G3)
Location: Rangiwahia Road, North of Kimbolton, just before the Apiti Road Turn off.
Google Maps: -40.043711,175.782215
Pull the car over for a rest stop and take in the panoramic views of this region.  The view from here is a 
great way to see how stunning and diverse the Manawatu landscape really is. From here you can decide 
whether to head up to Apiti for a visit, or continue down the road to the village of Kimbolton. 

Bartletts Ford  (G4)
Location: Terrace Road, Kimbolton.  Google Maps: -40.066848,175.801033
Bartletts Ford is a scenic picnic spot with lovely river swimming and public toilets available, making it the 
perfect place to stop off for a break and enjoy the fresh country air.

Londons Ford  (G3) 
Location: Londons Ford Road, North East of Kimbolton.  Google Maps: -40.042203,175.815795
Londons Ford is a unique and picturesque picnic area set in a stunning valley between Kimbolton and 
Apiti . Take a paddle in the Oroua River or just enjoy the scenery. Public toilets are available.

The Cobblers Garden  (G3)
Location: 500 Apiti Road, Kimbolton. Phone: +64 6 328 5805 
Email: thecobblers@inspire.net.nz Google Maps: -40.030039, 175.822806
At one and a quarter acres, this garden flourishes in a unique microclimate and has a mixture of native 
and exotic plant life. You’ll see antique farm machinery dotted throughout, alongside various quirky 
creations from old battens and more. 

Makoura Lodge  (H3)
Location: 736 Makoura Road, Apiti. Phone: +64 6 328 4746 
Website: www.makouralodge.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.018413,175.909217
This country lodge and retreat provides a relaxed venue with lovely dining and an incredible location. 
Accommodating up to 55 guests and with on-site activities including horse trekking, clay bird shooting, 
quad bikes, 4 wheel drive safaris and hole in one golf. Bookings are essential.

“..had an excellent time. The food and scenery are fantastic!” Annunzlu, TripAdvisor traveller

Kimbolton Village  (G3/G4) 
The charming village of Kimbolton is renown for its world class gardens and vibrant community spirit. 
The local Fowlers Reserve on the main road is a scenic retreat, perfect for picnics or a rest stop. The local 
Hotel offers good company and cold drinks, while Hansen’s Café is well known for a good omelette and 
cuppa.

Heritage Park Rhododendron Gardens  (G3)
Location: Haggerty Street, Kimbolton. Phone: +64 6 328 5707 
Website: www.heritagepark.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.051024,175.773691
For those of us who have fallen in love with the rhododendron, Heritage Park is like a visual feast for the 
eyes. A vast array of different species of rhododendrons and a large trial area as well as a fine collection 
of trees and shrubs can be seen at this outstanding garden. 

Glencolyn Garden  (G4)
Location: 38 Grammar Street, Kimbolton. Phone: +64 21 033 0894 
Email: glencolyn@gmail.com  Google Maps: -40.056444,175.7756
Glencolyn Garden is a high quality, woodland garden featuring many rare trees, shrubs and plants. 
Carefully planted almost 50 years ago, this 2-hectare garden is now a haven for birds. Open by 
appointment only.

Hansen’s Café and Store  (G4)
Location: 2900 Kimbolton Road, Kimbolton. Phone +64 6 328 5050
Website: www.hansenscafeandstore.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.057327, 175.779769
A peaceful and inviting atmosphere awaits you at Hansen’s. Daytime dining is café style, with fresh food 
made in-house and serving quality coffee and a range of looseleaf teas. Gourmet pizzas are available 
Fri-Sat. Open Wed and Thurs,  10:30am - 4pm, Fri and Sat, 10:30am - 8pm. Bookings are recommended 
but not necessary.

“Best Pizza we have had in New Zealand! Lovely ambiance and very friendly staff!” Paradice0529, 
TripAdvisor traveller

Kimbolton Hotel  (G4)
Location: 2899 Kimbolton Road, Kimbolton. Phone: +64 6 328 5803
Website: www.kimboltonhotel.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.057259, 175.779393
The family friendly Kimbolton Hotel will quickly feel like you have just stepped home, such is the 
welcoming atmosphere. Open 7days from 11am, not only does this local hot spot serve up mouth 
watering meals, famous burgers and belly warming puddings – you can also stock up on basic supplies. 
Accommodation is available, as well as overnight parking for motorhomes.

Fowlers Reserve  (F4)
Location: Kimbolton Village, Kimbolton 
A beautiful public reserve, lovingly restored and cared for by the local community. Have a picnic, enjoy 
the gardens and explore.

Atahua Angus Beef Farm  (G4)
Location: 283 McBeth Road, Kiwitea. Phone: +64 6 328 9784 
Email: atahua.angus@bigfrog.net.nz  Google Maps: -40.06776,175.724042
Atahua Farm is an Angus Stud farm of 200 cows and 3,000 cross bred ewes. Atahua Farm is a family run 
business consisting of two farms. The Kiwitea farm has 600 acres and the Apiti farm has 700 acres. If you 
are interested in experiencing a real kiwi style farm, then get in contact to arrange a guided visit. Open 
by appointment only.

Cheltenham Hotel  (F4)
Location: 1469 Kimbolton Road, Cheltenham. Phone: +64 6 328 9888
Website: www.cheltenhamhotel.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.13808,175.660603
The Cheltenham Hotel, affectionately known as ‘The Chelty’ is the local pub. The food is hearty atmosphere 
real and warm and the staff are as friendly as they come. This Hotel won the 2010 award for New Zealand’s 
Best Country Hotel by HANZ so it is a must visit on your travels. Accommodation is also available.

V I S I TO R  G U I D EV I S I TO R  G U I D E

 S C E N I C  R O U T E  B E T W E E N  TA U P O  &  W E L L I N G T O N

PALMERSTON NORTH CITY 
AND MANAWATU

Explore the real New Zealand on The Country Road. Set in rural 
Manawatu, The Country Road scenic routes and experiences takes 
you on journeys between the highways through rural landscapes.

These are journeys where off-the-beaten-track excursions 
allow you to discover hidden places and tucked away treasures 

ranging from convivial country cafes and pubs; heritage 
sites, galleries and gardens, to scenic reserves, day walks, 

swimming holes, glow-worm caves, picnic areas, and camping 
spots. Meet the locals, discover man-caves of fascinating 

collections and enjoy world-class scenery from the roadside.

The journey itself is an invitation to find that the middle 
of nowhere - the great New Zealand - is actually the 

middle of somewhere. Within easy driving range, 
this ‘somewhere’ is well worth exploring.

River Valley Adventure Lodge  (G1)
Location: 266 Mangahoata Road, Taihape. Phone: +64 6 388 1444
Website: www.rivervalley.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.625457, 176.043194 
Home to one of the world’s top half day Grade 5 rafting trips, canoe adventures, trips multi-day 
river journeys and family fun, River Valley offers wilderness adventures for everyone. After a day of 
adventure, enjoy a restful stay and meal in the on-site lodge or book in for a horse trek or guided hike.

Cairnmuir Cottage Accommodation  (G1)
Location: 5km north of Mangaweka on State Highway 1. Phone: +64 6 382 5745
Website: www.cairnmuircottage.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.77312,175.794681
A quiet and well appointed cottage overlooking the Kawhatau Valley, Rangitikei and Kawhatau Rivers 
and the Ruahine Ranges. Breakfast ingredients provided and tennis, table tennis, board games and 
push bikes available for guests. Bookings are essential.

Mangaweka Adventure Company  (G1)
Location: 143 Ruahine Road, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5744. 
Website: www.mangaweka.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.810172,175.787416
The best way to experience the mighty Rangitikei River is with these guys. Guided kayaking and rafting 
trips for all abilities are on offer, and the friendly crew will make sure you have an awesome time. 
Bookings preferred but not essential. Located less than 1km off State Highway One!

“Safe family fun eco-adventure in kiwi great outdoors” - jmarshall, TripAdvisor traveller

Mangaweka Gallery & Homestay  (G1)
Location: The Yellow Church, State Highway 1, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5774
Website: www.freewebs.com/mangawekagallery  Google Maps: -39.809078,175.790071
Mangaweka “Yellow Church” Gallery is housed in a distinctive turn of the century former church 
building. Award winning resident artist Richard Aslett’s work is complimented by other New Zealand 
artists. Bookings for accommodation are essential.�Home of the Fakes and Forgeries exhibitions.’ 

Papa Cliff Café  (G1)	
Location: Corner SH1 & Koraenui Street, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5778
Google Maps: -39.808805, 175.790504 
If you’re needing a good coffee and friendly service, pop in to see the team at Papa Cliffs Café. Tasty 
home baking and tempting cabinet food will satisfy, and there is a dine in or takeaway menu too!  
You’ll find local information, good restrooms and a relaxed atmosphere. Sit indoors or out.

Mangaweka Scenic Reserve Walk  (G1)
Location: 600m down Te Kapua Road, Mangaweka.  
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -39.808967,175.783792
With spectacular views, regal bush and easy to follow pathways and stairs this reserve offers easy 
walking tracks perfect for families. The reserve is located just off SH 1.

Mangaweka Campgrounds  (G1)
Location: 118 Ruahine Road, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5744
Website: www.mangaweka.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.809945,175.807116
An idyllic spot for a fun kiwi camp experience. There are lots of options available from here including 
rafting, kayaking, fishing, camping or just relaxing under the native trees. You can hire a cabin which 
includes a full kitchen, private fire pit and wood burning barbecue. 

Awastone  (G1)
Location: 143 Ruahine Road, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5747
Website: www.mangaweka.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.808042,175.808677
This exclusive riverside campervan park is set amongst expansive gardens and has private river 
frontage. Under the might papa cliffs there are seven private sites, cabins with linen and a spa pool 
to use, making for a relaxed retreat amongst stunning scenery.

“An absolutely gorgeous night, the river and cliffs  are amazing! A quiet and secluded spot with 
 wonderful hosts. The most memorable park in our New Zealand holiday.”   - Pam, TripAdvisor traveller

Mangaweka Power Scheme  (G1)
Location: Kawhatau Valley Road, off Ruahine Road, Mangaweka.  
Google Maps: -39.803665,175.811471
An historical display on the site of a hydro power station on the Mangawharariki Stream. A 10 metre 
high dam was constructed in 1911 to provide the 600 residents of Mangaweka with town water and 
sewerage. The enterprise produced electricity until 1937. 

Kawhatau Valley Walks  (H1)
Location: 969 Kawhatau Valley Road, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5721  
Web: www.kvw.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.792059,175.881499
Kawhatau Valley Walks offer 1, 2 or 3 day farm walking packages that allow you to walk at your own 
pace over superb hill country farms. These walks blend quality accommodation with the sights and 
sounds of rural New Zealand, with breathtaking views as far as Mt. Ruapehu, over the Kawhatau Valley 
and beyond. Cycle trail options are also available, and meals can be taken care of.  Bookings essential, 
season is from Labour Weekend through to end of April. 

Historic Shearers Quarters  (H1) 
Location: 969 Kawhatau Valley Road, Mangaweka. Phone, +64 6 382 5721 
Email: manston@xtra.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.792059,175.881499
This unique and charming accommodation was built in 1904, in the beautiful Kawhatau Valley, on a 
working sheep and beef farm only 12km from Mangaweka. It offers four bedrooms, sleeping a total 
of eight people. The Shearers Quarters are fully equipped and come with fresh linen, duvets, electric 
blankets and towels. Bookings essential.

Mairenui Rural Retreat, Homestead & Villa  (H1)
Location: 1019 Ruahine Road, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5564
Website: www.mairenui.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.831675,175.883591
Set in the magnificent scenery of the northern Manawatu/Rangitikei hill country, Mairenui Rural 
Retreat is a farmstay/fishing retreat with three accommodation options, both self-contained and 
hosted. Guided trout fishing is a specialty. Bookings are essential.

Ruahine Dress Circle Lookout  (H1)
Location: Ruahine Road, Rangiwahia.  
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.839489, 175.889926
Soak up panoramic views of the Ruahine Ranges, have a picnic and look below to the Ruahine Dress 
Circle Scenic Reserve, an iconic local swimming spot.

Mt Huia Farm Stay & Weka Walks  (H1)
Location: 911 Ruahine Road, Mangaweka. Phone: +64 6 382 5726.  
Website: www.mthuia.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.827436,175.871768
Restore your soul with comfortable accommodation and fabulous fresh meals at Mt Huia. Weka 
Walks offers a total nature package combining walking, accommodation (a minimum of 2 nights), 
home-cooked cuisine and warm Kiwi hospitality. The walks are over farmland and include areas of 
pastureland and native bush. Open Labour weekend through to the end of April. Various packages are 
available. Bookings are essential.

Ruahine Dress Circle Reserve  (H1)
Location: Lagoon Road, off Kelpie Road, Rangiwahia.  
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.840729,175.891197 	
A gorgeous and secluded swimming and picnic spot surrounded by native greenery and mighty cliffs. 
Located on a gravel road.

Iron Gates Experience 
Check out the Iron Gates Experience  online for more info: www.irongates.co.nz
You are now in the The Iron Gates Experience, a secluded, quiet and tranquil part of New Zealand back 
country. The Iron Gates Experience is named after the Iron Gates Gorge, which has sheer cliffs and a 
powerful river pushing through the narrow gorge that guards the entrance to the nearby valley and 
farmland. It is also home to the Blue Duck Project, a community effort aimed at increasing the Blue 
Duck populations in the Oroua catchment. 

Ruapuna Park & Museum  (H2)
Location: 8 Te ParaPara Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 328 2855
Google Maps: -39.889497,175.915831
A private collection of stationary engines, early farming equipment and a colonial cottage set in 5 acres 
of gardens with a variety of rare and unusual trees and perennials. This garden also includes a 1000 
year old Totara tree and small plant nursery. Open by appointment. 

Rangiwahia Domain  (H2)
Location:  2527 Rangiwahia Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 328 2841 
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.898642,175.901675
Ideal for big motorhomes, this domain has toilets, a dumping station, fresh water, wifi and a tennis 
court. The perfect place to base yourself for your Irongates adventure!

Rangiwahia Bush Reserve  (H2)
Location: Reserve Road, Rangiwahia. 
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.902395,175.902182
Located down a short gravel road, experience this lovely loop walk through historic native bush and 
see and hear the many varieties of bird life. This walk takes between one and one and a half hours 
return, please ensure you stick to the track.

Rangiwahia Environmental Arts Centre  (H2)
Location: 2489 Rangiwahia Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 328 2823 
Website: www.rangienviroartscentre.org  Google Maps: -39.840729,175.891197
Located in an old dairy factory and growing coppice willow and other natural resources for use in 
sculptural projects, this arts centre is truly unique. With living structures outside and giant puppets in 
the old dairy factory, activities available in sustainable creativity, recycled art workshops and garden 
projects, there is something to suit everyone. A yurt is available  
upon request.

Te Parapara Road  (i2)
Location: Northern side of Rangiwahia Township. Google Maps: -39.882005,175.960227
This road will take your breath away. Take in the stunning views that this road offers as you drive along 
through the region. This road has been described as one of New Zealands most beautiful scenic drives. 
Te Parapara road really is a photographer’s paradise. 

Ian McKean Pinetum  (i2)
Location: Located approximately 200 metres down Renfrew Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 388 0635
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.880795,175.964025 
Discover 8 hectares of conifer species on the McKean family farm, which is set up as a charitable trust. 
The terrain is fairly steep but there are many easy walking tracks with seats and picnic tables. No toilet 
facilities. Access is over the stile. Follow the fence line as you walk.

Rangiwahia Hut & Track  (i2)
Location: Renfrew Road end, Rangiwahia. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -39.880795,175.964025
The views are incredible from this hut, which is situated in the tussock country above the tree line.  
The walk to the hut is a steady up hill climb taking approximately 3 hours, depending on your fitness.  
If you are planning to stay in the hut, you will need to pre purchase hut tickets from a DoC office or the 
local i-SITE.

Mangahuia Wetlands  (i2)
Location: Main South Road, Rangiwahia. Phone: +64 6 328 2840
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.894736,175.961767
Explore nature’s play land planted with all sorts of interesting trees, shrubs and flowers including water 
lilies, magnolias and cherry trees. Trout fishing is available here in the large and picturesque lake, 
providing you have a permit. There are plenty of birds and wildlife to experience. Free entry. Parking 
on roadside.

Apiti Golf Course  (H2)
Location: Oroua Valley Road Apiti. Phone: +64 6 328 4888 
Email: apiti@golf.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.942955,175.904202
With 9 holes, this is one of the last rural golf courses with small greens surround by a fence to keep 
livestock out. The sheep maintain the green when golfers aren’t around. Open on Sundays from 
12:00pm or times by arrangement with Dennis +64 6 328 4874

Table Flat Farmstay  (i3)
Location:  451 Table Flat Road, Apiti. Phone:  +64 6 328 4747 
Email: lh.kjgill@farmside.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.951697, 175.950258
Tucked away at the foot hills of the Ruahine Ranges, this farmstay provides a base to experience the 
peace of country living or the adventure of the area. The views from here are unbeatable, and on a 
clear day you’ll see as far as Mt Ruapehu. Enjoy a warm cozy room, relax in the spa pool, indulge in 
tasty home cooked meals, and explore the farm for an up close experience of biological farming. 

Sixtus Lodge & Arboretum  (i3)
Location: Limestone Road End, Apiti. Phone: +64 6 358 0926
Website: www.sixtuslodge.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.980261,176.00694
A fascinating nature trail in the Margo Ford Arboretum is open for everyone by prior arrangement. 
From the road, you will see the sign that marks out the Arboretum. Sixtus Lodge is surrounded by 
other bush walks. If you are visiting the Arboretum, please be respectful to any groups that may be 
using the Lodge. The Lodge must be booked in advance and is for group accommodation only.

Table Flat Trekking  (i3)
Location: Limestone Road End, Apiti. Phone: +64 6 328 4818
Website: www.tableflattrekking.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.98022,176.00768
Specialising in small groups of four or less who want to experience the incredible serenity that can only 
be found at high altitude. Horse treks range from 45 minutes - 3 hours. All horses are quiet and well 
trained and you will always be accompanied by an experienced handler. Bookings are essential. 
 
Table Flat / Limestone Creek Reserve & Glow-worm Caves  (i3)
Location: Limestone Road End, Apiti.  
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.980146,176.010073
A number of short walks can be found here. The glow-worms in the cave can only be seen at night 
time. When visiting at night, torches are required on the path. Once in the cave please restrict the use of 
your torch as it disrupts the glow-worms. When visiting please be mindful that this is private property.

Deerford Track (i3)
Location: Limestone Road End, Apiti.
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps:  -39.980326,176.010502
A 2-3 hour tramp, for all ages and stamina’s. From the car park, follow the fence line to Coal (Makiekie) 
Creek. From here there is a short climb up from the creek to reach the plateau, and the track will then 
meet the Deerford Track which continues on to the Coal Creek again.  Just prior to the creek, there is 
a fork in the track. The left becomes Knight’s Track (up to the summit) and the right track is the steep 
‘Diagonal’, which meets the Shorts’ Track. The Deerford-Diagonal-Shorts’ Loop would take 4-5 hours.

Alice Nash Heritage Lodge, Oroua River & Iron Gates Gorge Walks  (i3)
Location: Off Table Flat Road, Apiti.  
Website: www.irongates.co.nz  Google Maps: -39.960626,176.00608
A one hour family friendly walk leads you to the Alice Nash Memorial Lodge which is an 8-bunk hut 
nestled in forest above the Oroua River. You can rest and shelter in the hut during the day but if you 
are planning to stay overnight it costs $5 per person, payable in the hut or by cheque to the Manawatu 
branch of the NZDA. For the more advanced hikers, there is a new track leading down to the Oroua 
River and through to the Iron Gates Gorge, via a small river crossing.

Apiti Tavern & Eatery  (H3)
Location: 755 Oroua Valley Road, Apiti. Phone: +64 6 328 4848
Website: www.facebook.com/apititavern  Google Maps: -39.972547, 175.871462
A must-visit on your journey, pop in and meet the locals, and enjoy the friendly atmosphere. Sit 
outside in the summer or cosy up beside the roaring log fire in the winter, this is a year round 
destination for good food, great coffee and drink.
“Excellent well priced hearty food …. a well earned reward for our modest tramp in the Ruahines.” 
TonyS, TripAdvisor traveller

Creative Woodwork  (H3)
Location: Corner Makoura Road & Oroua Valley Road, Apiti. Phone: +64 27 726 9671
Google Maps: -39.973270, 175.871213
Discover the unique natural edged woodwork by artist and creator Errol McKay. From clocks and 
coffee tables to platters and bowls to name a few, with some incorporating intricate carvings of native 
birds and more - you’re sure to find a treasure to purchase and take home as a momento. Open by 
appointment, or when the sign is out.

Eric Brew Art Studio  (H3) 
Location: 80 Mount Street, Apiti. Phone: +64 6 9294600 or +64 21 025 06212
Website: www.ericbrew.com Google Maps: -39.976725, 175.874260
Well known artist Eric Brew’s stunning work can be seen around the town of Feilding with many 
murals dotted around. Eric does not stick to one technique, and creates murals, mosaic and one-off 
commissions. Expect to find at least four or five pieces in progress at once.  Open by appointment.

Apiti Domain  (H3)
Location: 601 Oroua Valley Road.  Google Maps: -39.981157, 175.861171 
This reserve is a former sports ground, and even has a small grandstand. These days the domain is  
used by the Young Farmers for their annual field days, the Apiti Show, by the Pony Club and for  
overnight camping.

Apiti Lavender Farm and Accommodation  (H3)
Location: 55 Millers Road, Apiti. Phone: +64 27 333 3621 
Google Maps: -39.989455, 175.843217
A mosaic of over 3000 lavender plants, stroll around the peaceful oasis, surrounded by many native 
birds and be invigorated by the lavender aroma. Shop in the onsite store for gorgeous lavender 
products, or stay in the boutique accommodation.

The Pohangina Valley  (G5/H4)
The Pohangina Valley is truly New Zealand countryside at its best. Here, you can experience an array of 
activities, gardens, walks and more. As you travel along, you’ll see the landscape evolve dramatically as 
you head along the terraces, rolling hills and beside rivers, while the Ruahine Ranges provide a dramatic 
backdrop. Enjoy the scenic surroundings and breathtaking views of untouched countryside. Visit the 
local winery, explore some of the easily accessible native bush walks or picnic alongside the river. Visit 
wetlands, gardens or heritage collections. Be inspired by the local history and culture and immerse 
yourself in what is one of the region’s most spectacular spots to visit.

Pohangina Base  (i3)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road. Phone: +64 6 350 9700 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.04667,175.956057
Pohangina Base is a former DOC field centre nestled in native bush above the Pohangina River. The 
lodge provides an ideal base for day trips into Ruahine Forest Park and the nearby Totara Reserve. Bunk 
rooms and tent sites are available, and can be booked online through the DoC website. 

Piripiri Campsite  (H4)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.052174,175.937912
This basic campsite alongside the Pohangina River takes you back to basics while showcasing the best 
of local nature.

Takapari Road  (i4)
Location: Off Pohangina Valley East Road, Pohangina. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.058263,175.930986
This road is great for tramping, horse riding, 4 wheel driving and mountain biking on the unsealed road. 
Traverse the mountain ridges through alpine bush and scrub, with spectacular views of the ridges and 
gorges that make up the Ruahine Ranges. Do not attempt to drive up this road unless you have a 4 
wheel drive vehicle.

Makoura Lodge  (H3)
Location: 736 Makoura Road, Apiti. Phone: +64 6 328 4746 
Website: www.makouralodge.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.018413,175.909217
This country lodge and retreat provides a relaxed venue with lovely dining and an incredible location. 
Accommodating up to 55 guests and with on-site activities including horse trekking, clay bird shooting, 
quad bikes, 4 wheel drive safaris and hole in one golf. Bookings are essential.

“..had an excellent time. The food and scenery are fantastic!” Annunzlu, TripAdvisor traveller

Springvale Gardens Bed and Breakfast  (H4)
Location: 2180 Pohangina Valley East Road, Pohangina. Phone: +64 6 329 4891
Email: brent.liz@farmside.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.075009,175.913418
Springvale has been farmed by 5 owners since it was carved out of bush in the late 1800’s. Remarkably 
each of its owners had a passion for gardening and what we see today is testament to their vision. 
Afternoon teas are the owners’ specialty, Bed & breakfast accommodation is available and biking & 
tramping activities can be organised. Open by appointment. 

Pilgrims Rest Tea Rooms & Old Ruahine Deer Park  (H4)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road, North of Komako. Phone: +64 6 329 4705
Google Maps: -40.078548,175.909996
Enjoy the peace and tranquility of the countryside and some of the most expansive views of the 
Pohangina Valley. Relax in the garden setting, watch the deer and choose either a ploughman’s lunch, 
Devonshire tea or a cool drink and ice cream. Other food organised by prior request. Licensed BYO. 
Bookings are essential.

Kahikatea Walk  (H4)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road, past Komako. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.081316,175.910148
The Kahikatea Walk is a nice slow 30-minute walk, ideal for families. See the big rata tree with its host 
tree rotting in its clasp. There are views over the Pohangina Valley and the path leads past a large rimu 
to a magnificent stand of kahikatea. This is an easy walking track.

Komako Church  (H4)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road, on the West side of the road just before Arbons Road.
Phone: +64 6 329 4891  Google Maps: -40.093048,175.899953
Komako Church was established in 1926, and is now the last remnant of a once thriving community 
which included a sawmill, store, post office and a school. Viewing by appointment.

Totara Reserve Regional Park  (H4)
Location: Churchill Drive, off Pohangina Valley East Road, Pohangina.  Phone: +64 6 329 4708 
Website: www.horizons.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.120074,175.853366
A 400ha bush area nestled in the Pohangina Valley. It is one of the best and most accessible remaining 
examples of the ancient forest that once covered much of the region. Visitors will experience a gentle 
introduction to nature and a safe way of experiencing ‘wild’ New Zealand. There is a large variety of 
long and short walks, and great camping facilities.

Fern Walk  (H4)
Location: Totara Reserve, Pohangina. 
Website: www.horizons.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.146974,175.842837
A 5km track situated on the south-eastern block of the reserve on Pohangina Valley East Road. The walk 
takes about 2 hours. Take a drink and wear sturdy walking shoes. Expect to see tawa and totara trees.

Pettifar & Gilchrist Loop Tracks  (H4)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road.  
Website: www.manawatunz.co.nz/walks  Google Maps: -40.133138, 175.849104
These popular loop tracks take you down a series of terraces, leading to the crystal clear Pohangina 
River. Enjoy native trees and birdlife, with a kahikatea dominated forest in the wetter areas, while  
the drier areas have an abundance of totara trees. Each loop takes about 1-2 hours, and requires 
moderate fitness.

Maharahara Peak Track  (H4)
Location: Opawe Road, off Pohangina Valley East Road, Pohangina. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.149349,175.885082
This is a well defined but often muddy track that climbs steeply through southern Ruahine rimu, 
kamahi and tawa forest. Higher up, the track passes through shrubby species such as horopito and pink 
pine. From here it heads across open, rocky knolls to Mt Maharahara. 

No.1 Line Lookout Track  (H5)
Location: No.1 Line Road End, Pohangina. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.183709,175.867509
A short loop track will lead you to see the massive rimu tree and a large rata. The views are worth the 
walk and on a clear day you can see out to the coast. There’s another short walk down to the river or if 
you’re feeling energetic then take the main track up for 1-2 hours to higher viewpoints and return the 
same way.

Pohangina Heights  (H5)
Location: 500 No.1 Line, off Pohangina Valley East Road, Pohangina. Phone: +64 6 329 4090
Website: www.pohanginaheights.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.183709,175.86750 
These extensive gardens are magical, mystical and full of surprises. Perched up high beneath the 
Ruahine Ranges, the views from here are unbeatable. Book in to stay in the gorgeous garden cottage, 
with an open fire or choose the cabin for some rustic, cosy accommodation complete with deck and 
beautiful views across the valley. Phone or email to book. 

Raumai Reserve  (G5)
Location: Pohangina Valley East Road, Pohangina.  Google Maps: -40.20859,175.787997
A scenic picnic spot located right beside the river. Come here for a fun and relaxing family day out. A 
fantastic spot for swimming and fishing. Picnic areas and public toilets are available.

“A sweet little bar in the middle of nowhere” KerryC, TripAdvisor Traveller

Pohangina Valley Estate  (G5)
Location: 1034 Valley Road, Pohangina. Phone: +64 6 354 7948
Website: www.pohanginavalleyestate.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.204329,175.772279
A small boutique family-run vineyard and olive grove. All of these wines are produced from grapes 
grown in the vineyard. The wines are suitable for vegans and vegetarians, as they do not contain animal 
products. Open by appointment or as specified on the website.

Tiro Roa Gardens & Nursery  (G5)
Location: 1116 Pohangina Road, Pohangina. Phone: +64 6 329 4816 
Email: chiller@clear.net.nz  Google Maps: -40.185351,175.785139
Set amongst a half acre of cottage gardens in a country setting overlooking the Ruahine Ranges. There 
are mature trees, a small stream, pond, bird house, garden seats and borders full of hundreds of 
varieties of perennials. See the on site nursery. Open 7 days a week.

Cartwheel Creamery  (G5)
Location: 1082 Pohangina Road, Pohangina. Phone: +64 6 329 4789 
Website: www.creamery.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.187683, 175.782880
This artisan cheese-making company makes outstanding cheeses that reflect the natural goodness of 
the Pohangina Valley. The delectable cheeses are made using bespoke recipes that combine traditional, 
time honoured methods with modern safe food practices. Open Sunday afternoons for tastings and 
sales, or by appointment.

Pohangina Wetlands  (G5)
Location: Just beyond 1238 Pohangina Road, Pohangina Village. Phone: +64 6 329 4762 
Website: www.pohangina.org  Google Maps: -40.176006,175.79185
Meander along mown pathways in these 5 hectares of developing wetlands habitat located only 12 km 
from Ashhurst. There are 22 ponds, 5 islands, comfortable seats along the way, and a lookout over the 
big pond, all backed with views of the Ruahine Ranges. Seasonally, wetland birds can be spotted. Open 
all day, every day. Entry is free. Parking is road side.

Luttrells White Pine Gardens and Museum  (G5)
Location: 1235 Pohangina Road, Pohangina Village. Phone: +64 6 329 4837 
Email: luttrells@clear.net.nz  Google Maps: -40.176221,175.791227
Discover thousands of articles of early rural New Zealand pioneering history in the onsite museum, 
from thimbles to tractors, collectables and home wares. Walk through the wonderful bush and wetland 
areas, marvel at New Zealand’s tallest native tree, the kahikatea and enjoy New Zealand’s plant, bird 
and animal life. Open by appointment only.

County Fayre Tea Rooms  (G5)
Location: Finnis Road, Pohangina Village. Phone: +64 6 329 4759 or +64 6 329 4762  
Website: www.countyfayre.wordpress.com  Google Maps: -40.173078,175.793936
When the Pohangina County Council office, established in 1893, was closed in 1986, it became home to 
this community based initiative. It displays Pohangina Valley heritage in an extensive gallery of historic 
photographs and maps, including the local roll of honour. Visit the small craft shop and tea room 
serving Devonshire Teas. Open on Saturdays 2 - 4pm and Sundays 1:30 - 4:30pm. Alternate hours are 
by arrangement.

Pohangina Community School Reserve  (G5)
Location: 9 Finnis Road, Pohangina Village. Phone: +64 6 329 4714
Google Maps: -40.171459,175.791882
A quiet sheltered retreat in the Pohangina Village. Suited to individual or group bookings, for motor 
homes, caravans and not-for-profit groups. A great venue for local community summer barbecues and 
private functions. Public toilets available. 

Pohangina Methodist Church  (G5)
Location: Pohangina Village.  Google Maps: -40.174096,175.794441
Methodism in the Pohangina Village started with house meetings in the 1880’s, with regular services 
in the public hall, led by Palmerston North Ministers, commencing in 1893. Built in 1907 for £216, this 
Methodist Church has held regular services ever since.

Branch Road Walkway  (G5)
Location: Kuku Road, between Pohangina Domain & Ridge Road, Pohangina Village.
Google Maps: -40.166248,175.79776
This 6km walkway follows the path of the Branch Road which was closed in the 1960’s. From Ridge 
Road, the first 3km descends through open farmland (closed during lambing – September / October) 
with extensive views. It then crosses into native bush with tree ferns, black beech and regenerating 
shrubs before winding through pine plantations in the lower reaches before finally exiting into Kuku 
Road in the Pohangina Village.

Beehive Creek Walk  (G5)
Location: Pohangina Road, 2km North of Pohangina Village. 
Website: www.doc.govt.nz  Google Maps: -40.161132,175.818713
Best in summer, this 2-3 hour family friendly walk splashes along a shallow creek then climbs through 
farmland  to viewpoints looking out over the Pohangina Valley and the Ruahine Ranges. 

Pohangina Country Villa  (G5)
Location: 177 Ridge Road, Feilding. Phone: +64 6 329 4004
Website: www.wai-orafarmlamb.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.152121,175.763825
Set on a 440ha sheep and beef farm, this well appointed villa has 4 bedrooms, is child friendly and 
includes linen, tea and coffee. A babysitting service is available. Stunning views, bush walks, farm walks 
and native birds. Bookings are essential. 

Rossley Lodge  (G5)
Location: 380 Pohangina Road, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 326 9988 
Email: oriley@xtra.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.245615,175.764953
This newly built modern house offers a self-contained unit, as well as two private guest rooms, each 
with ensuite, giving you privacy and luxury. Set on a 100-acre farm, and nestled beneath the Ruahine 
Ranges, you can walk across the farm to the Pohangina River for a swim or go for a tramp to see the 
glow-worms. Bookings essential. 

The Herb Farm & Café  (G6)
Location: 86 Grove Road, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 326 8633 
Website: www.herbfarm.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.279296,175.740388
Enjoy the themed gardens and see the herbs used in the herb farm’s internationally recognised natural 
products, made on-site. The café uses fresh, local ingredients. Workshops and guided tours through the 
gardens can be arranged for group bookings. See the onsite beauty retreat for an indulgent experience. 
There is a small admission fee for the garden. Open 7 days.

Hiwinui Country Estate  (F6)
Location: 465 Ashhurst-Bunnythorpe Road, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 329 2838
Website: www.hiwinui.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.286139,175.686851
5 Star lodge with a decadent spa room designed for relaxing pampering treatments. The lodge is set on 
1200 acres on the Northern outskirts of Palmerston North City, with panoramic views of the Ruahine 
ranges. Tours of the farm and of Manawatu are available. Price is on application. Bookings essential.

Fusion Café  (G6)
Location: 123 Cambridge Ave, Ashhurst. Phone: +64 6 326 8190 
Email: woodchip@clear.net.nz  Google Maps: -40.29021,175.754862
Dine indoors or alfresco in the beautiful garden. Delicious coffee, an extensive and diverse menu, fast 
and friendly service all make dining a relaxing and pleasurable experience.  

Te Apiti Windfarm Lookout  (G6)
Location: Viewing car park, 414 Saddle Road, Ashhurst. 
Website: www.meridian.co.nz  Google Maps: -40.300738,175.821909
A stunning view point gives you a panoramic view of the Manawatu and Tararua regions. Stand 
beneath one of the mighty wind turbines, the sheer size and height will amaze you and on a clear day 
you can see far and wide towards the horizon. Gates are open 8am to 5.30pm.

MANAWATU SCENIC ROUTE

THE SCENIC ALTERNATIVE TO SH1 
BETWEEN WELLINGTON AND TAUPO

MANAWATU 
SCENIC ROUTE

At the heart of The Country Road experience lies 
the town of Feilding, which offers a charm and 
friendliness of a bygone era.  Feilding’s Edwardian 
heritage provides the backdrop for a small town 
that has won the title of New Zealand’s most 
beautiful town for more years than any other 
in New Zealand. It is a welcoming and vibrant 
place to visit with beautiful street-scaping with 
flowerpots and beds bursting with colour. See 
the many story-telling murals and sculptures 
dotted through the streets, which are lined with 
boutique shops and cafés. Iconic to this town is 
the Coach House Museum – which pays homage 
to our rich agricultural history, laid out in a first-
class interactive facility. 

On Friday, Feilding really comes to life with the 
award winning Farmers’ Market in Manchester 
Square, where you can meet the makers and 
growers and purchase tasty artisan treats, fresh 
produce and more. Friday is also the biggest day 
of the week for the Feilding Saleyards, the largest 
operating saleyards in the Southern Hemisphere.  
Book in for a guided tour and experience this kiwi 
farming tradition, and see the live auctions and 
feel the buzzing atmosphere. 

FEILDING

Whether you like to explore the great outdoors, admire the beauty of artwork, or devour a perfectly brewed coffee, Manawatu is ready to show 
what it’s made of. Feel the wind in your hair on the west coast beaches, or take shelter in the stunning native bush of the Ruahine Ranges. You 
can hit the ground running on one of the many cycling, mountain biking or walking tracks, and even the most avid adrenaline junkie will be 
satisfied with bungy jumping, white water rafting, four wheel driving and kite surfing on offer.

For the cultured among us, the region is dotted with galleries and historical collections waiting to be discovered and explored, while country 
pubs, boutique shops and rambling gardens offer a relaxed day of meandering and meeting the locals. So, what are you waiting for? Come and 
discover the playground of Manawatu.

MANAWATU

Feilding & District Information Centre  
06 323 3318

Feilding

Palmerston North City i-SITE
0800 MANAWATU

The Square, Palmerston North
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