Food Innovation Headquarters

Palmerston North City and Manawatu is fast
becoming New Zealand's agrifood science
and innovation hub. Home to FoodHQ, the
region brings together over 2,200 scientists
with world-class expertise in food innovation
and research. The food and agricultural
industry partners with research centres
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Best of New Zealand on Your Doorstep

Well-Educated Workforce The region is strategically located at the geographic centre of New Zealand.
Its largest city, Palmerston North, is a key logistics centre due to its location,

Palmerston North City and Manawatu is a flat land and excellent transport infrastructure, and therefore acts as a

leading centre for learning and knowledge central hub for North Island with highway, rail and air connections to major

in New Zealand. The region is known for centres and regions on all axes. Palmerston North has direct flights from

providing excellent tertiary education and is Auckland to Chengdu, Tianjin, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Beijing,

home to Massey University, UCOL, and IPU. Chongging and Shenzhen in China.

The city holds the highest number of PhD's per

capita in the country and is also a centre of f%%zﬂgﬁ/ﬂiﬂ}%fﬁﬁ

excellence for aviation training and expertise.
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Located at the crossroads of the lower
North Island, Palmerston North City and
Manawatu have a unique connectivity
to the rest of New Zealand, and the
world. Logistics and distribution sits at
the heart of this, while the region also
nurtures a rapidly growing agrifood
sector, and is a centre of learning.
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Backbone of New Zealand Logistics & Distribution

In Manawatu, the logistics and distribution sector is growing faster than the

national average and thanks to our central geographical location, we're the
hub of the central North Island. More than 10,000 locals work in the sector
and the region needs another 700 in the short to medium term.
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An Agribusiness
Centre of Excellence

The agricultural sector
underpins the economy of
Palmerston North City and
Manawatu. The region is

an important producer for
meat and dairy industries.
The growth and productivity
of these industries is
supported by a strong
agricultural research base

in the region and innovative
agritech manufacturing firms.
Investment opportunities are
in farm ownership, processing
facilities, new niche dairy
product development, and
partnering marketing and
distribution companies.
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